Social networks should be banned for children
Not so long ago I was walking in my neighborhood enjoying the warm and sunny day. But there was a strange feeling of something wrong, as if there’s lack of something. And suddenly I realized: the yards were completely empty and not a single child was having fun on a playground. The reason is simple: all the children are stuck to their computers nowadays. They prefer surfing the internet to live communication with other kids. They are playing cruel online games instead of active team games outdoors like football, basketball, hide and seek, etc. They are choosing cyber world instead of real. 
Children’s internet-obsession concerns us all as potential parents. Those who are kids today in a few decades will be the main part of society, and their devotion to imagined world may noticeably influence the future. An average kid over the age of 10 probably has a Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, and Pinterest account. The researchers say that over 52% of Facebook users are kids from 8 to 16 years old. Each day they spend up to 5 hours in those social media! 
What are the main dangers of social networking? First, naïve and inexperienced child is the easiest target for pedophiles and perverts. Second, the kid can easily access masses of illegal porn videos and other mature content. Third, this is a great waste of time and distracting from studying. The only way to save young generation is to keep it away from social networks.
There are certain means how to prevent the kids from accessing such sites. I strongly believe that the control after children should be provided both by parents and government. We all need to understand the importance of the problem and unify our efforts in front of this challenge. 
The very first step should be taken by the government. It should release a special law regulating the social media age policy, which would state that no person under the age of 14 is to be registered on any of the networks. The execution of this law may be provided by creating the database of ID-codes of each citizen. At this stage cooperation between the government and the authorities of social networks begins. They should invent a system of age confirmation on the registration step. There should be the ID-code form, and this code has to be automatically checked in the database. If the code belongs to a person under 14, the registration will not be validated. This system is not that difficult but it can provide the efficient results.
Without any measures the present situation will remain or even enhance. Social networks are a serious threat to children’s fragile mentality. Children are easily influenced by perverts and shady characters. Young girls often are the victims of sexual harassment and there are even cases when old men tried to buy their virginity for money. The number of such people is always high and internet anonymity protects them from the police. That’s why the only protection for kids is not letting them online. 
Children always tend to copy the adults. Frivolous values of today make the children think that vulgar behavior and adult habits like smoking and drinking will make them ‘older’. Very wide-spread are intimate photos of girls and “cool” photos of boys with a toy gun, alcohol and cigarettes.  Finally, social networking deprives kids from real communication, they won’t be able neither to behave properly in a society, nor establish relationships with other people. 
We need to realize the true prominence of this problem and take action together. On condition that all the necessary control measures are provided, we may hope that our successors and our future will not be lost. As social media has removed the barriers between a young person's public and private self, children have become vulnerable.  
Children are easily influenced by the outside world, so they need to be protected. Parents have to maintain an open dialogue and encourage children to share both good and bad online experiences, talk openly about the risks they may encounter online without scaring them. In addition to this, the parents should be aware of their kid’s interests and check the browser history once the child’s strange behavior is noticed.
The governmental role in this case is both important and additional. So if you want your child to be mentally healthy, you should refuse indifference and take part in his or her life.




     
  







